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Play Policy

1.0
Introduction
1.1
Play is a fundamental way in which children learn. Through play children can explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make sense of the world. Through play children can practise and build on ideas and skills. They learn how to control themselves, take risks and understand the need for rules. Play allows children to do this within a safe and supported environment. They can think creatively alongside others or on their own. They learn how to communicate as they investigate and explore problems. Play can be individual or in groups, it can also be initiated by adults or children. Through play children can engage with a variety of resources both inside and out allowing them to develop intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally. In this way play is a psychological and social necessity within a community.
2.0
Aims

2.1
Through play we aim to develop the whole child, from their individual starting points, intellectually creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.

We aim to:
· Provide opportunities for a variety of play both indoor and outside through our zoned areas of learning.

· Provide high quality resources which can be used for different purposes.

· Provide child initiated play opportunities by enabling free access to a large variety of equipment.

· Provide quality teacher directed play opportunities linked to the topic we are studying or to meet the needs of the children.

· Provide opportunities that meet the needs of all our children.

· Allow children to work individually or in group situations.

3.0
Management and Organisation
3.1
The Foundation Stage timetable works on teacher directed activities within specific zones during the morning rotation and allows complete free play both inside and out every afternoon. Within the morning session the children not working with an adult have the freedom to choose from the activities on offer within the zone they are working in. During the afternoon session staff will support child initiated play as necessary, make observations and assessments as well as extend children’s experiences and learning. Specific target groups will also run in the afternoon to give some children extra support or to extend others. Play situations are used to teach all  areas of Learning and Development covering; 
The 3 Prime Areas:
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development

· Communication and Language

· Physical Development
and 4 Specific Area:

· Literacy

· Mathematics

· Understanding of the World

· Expressive Arts and Design

Play will encourage children to;
· Explore and experiment

· Make sense of and relate to their world

· Develop problem solving and organisation skills
· Develop language and communication skills

· Develop their imagination through a variety of role play and small world play

· Develop social skills

· Cope with success and failure

· Make choices and learn about decision making

· Share and take turns

· Learn about rules and the need for them

· Express themselves and acknowledge or rationalise their fears
· Take time to practise and refine new skills
· Take risks and learn about boundaries

4.0
Health and Safety

4.1
Equipment is checked regularly and repaired or renewed as necessary. Water is changed on a daily basis and sand sterilised with Milton every half term.  Most plastic toys are sterilised in the dishwasher every term on a rolling plan. Dressings up clothes are again washed every term. A full risk assessment is available for the outside areas and specific risk assessments for certain tasks.
5.0
Equal Opportunities

5.1
Children have access to resources that reflect the many festivals we explore and also that reflect the interest of both genders. Resources are available that challenge stereotypes and gender issues.  We aim to include all children regardless or ability or special requirements such as visual impairment or reduced mobility.
6.0
SEND
6.1
The rooms and outside areas are arranged to enable easy access and we have coped with children using a frame before. There is provision for right and left handed children to use a variety of equipment. Space has been made previously for autistic children who need their own individual working station and area. Most special needs have been catered for by using teaching assistants to support children and enable complete access to the curriculum. 
7.0
Assessment, Recording and Reporting

7.1
Daily ‘on the spot’ observations of play are made on sticky labels which are used to inform further planning and are then placed on our record sheets. More formal one to one 10 minute observations are made on a termly basis or more frequently if necessary. Checklists are kept of teacher initiated play activities and all feed into future planning and are kept in children’s records. Photographs are taken regularly and annotated in the children’s profile book. All assessments are shared with parents on a termly basis. All staff members meet weekly to discuss children’s progress and monitor learning.

8.0
Forest School

8.1
Forest school sessions include time for free play, exploration and social interaction. It is also carefully structured to allow for specific play opportunities within this unique environment. Play during Forest School sessions allow children a huge sense of freedom and help to stimulate curiosity and creativity. Forest school offers a particularly rich and diverse play environment offering the unique opportunity for children to experience challenge, to develop self awareness in managing their own risks according to ability and confidence within a safe and managed environment. This kind of play is fundamental to the healthy development and well being of individuals.

9.0
Parental Involvement
9.1
The importance of play is stressed at the induction evening and in the Induction booklet handed out to parents before they join school. A half termly curriculum map is sent home to parents showing how to support their child. Ideas to help are listed in this booklet and at parents evenings parents are asked to support their child by doing specific activities with them. Parents are invited into school to support with certain activities such as class trips out and to help out in school with a variety of activities.
Produced by Foundation Stage Leader J Pascoe.
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