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Curriculum Policy

1.0
Introduction

1.1
The curriculum is all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning and personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. We aim to teach children how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential.

2.0
Values

2.1
We create a happy environment where education is the shared responsibility of the children, their parents and the staff.   Our aim is to match children's education to their needs so that they develop self-esteem, self-discipline and sensitivity towards others. The children are offered a wide range of educational activities to stimulate curiosity and increase confidence so that they experience the excitement of learning and develop enquiring minds.   In particular we aim to ensure that the children become both literate and numerate at an early age.  The curriculum is constantly under review and improving as we learn how best to meet these requirements.

2.2   
The school has 5 core values which the adults encourage and promote throughout the school day. These values are also reflected in the school’s behaviour policy and in how we expect the pupils to conduct themselves. In respect of their learning we encourage and expect our pupils to be;
· Reflective
· Resourceful

· Reasoning

· Responsible

· Resilient 

2.3
We use many resources to support the curriculum including our own research area and our outside spaces.

3.0
Aims and objectives

3.1
The aims of our school curriculum are:

· Enable all pupils and staff to realise and fulfil their potential

· Maintain high standards of personal challenge, progressive attainment and self-discipline

· Promote a happy and secure environment where pupils, parents, governors, staff and the wider community feel valued and welcomed

· Promote school values expecting children and staff to be reflective, resourceful, reasoning, responsible and resilient
· Provide a broad and balanced curriculum supported by diverse extra curricular activities

· Encourage children to be confident, take pride in their achievements and to share the responsibility for their own learning

· Provide equal opportunities within the whole school community encouraging its members to work together

· To enable the children to share their enjoyment and learning with parents and the wider community

4.0
Organisation and planning

4.1
We adopt an inter-disciplinary topic approach to curriculum planning. We plan the curriculum carefully, so that there is coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and early learning goals, and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas.

 4.2
The curriculum at our school is mostly cross-curricular. Having an overview of the term allows teachers to take National Curriculum objectives and link them together e.g. Stone Age (history) with Rocks and Soils (science). Some objectives have to be taught as separate entities as they do not link in with any others in a way that is meaningful. Over the three terms of the academic year, each child has the opportunity to experience the full range of National Curriculum subjects.

5.0
The Foundation Stage

5.1
The curriculum that we teach in the reception classes meet the requirements set out in the revised Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework. Our curriculum planning focuses on the practical guidance set out in this document and encourages the development of knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes that children will need to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the Foundation Stage.

5.2
Children in Year R follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. The children experience a wide range of indoor and outdoor educational activities which promote Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language Development, Physical Development, Literacy Development, Mathematical Development, Understanding of the World Development, and Expressive Arts and Design Development.   Compulsory education begins the term after the child's fifth birthday. However, we feel very strongly that all children should have the right to a whole year in the Reception class, and therefore admit the whole year group in September, offering each child a full-time place irrespective of age.

 5.3
Our school fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-planned structured activities. Teaching in the Reception classes builds on the experiences of the children in their pre-school learning. We do all we can to build positive partnerships with the variety of nurseries and other pre-school providers in the area. 

5.4
We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make good progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents of each child by keeping them informed about the way in which the children are being taught and how well each child is progressing. We are using Tapestry to ensure parents of children in Reception receive regular feedback on their child’s progress. It also allows parents to contribute to some of the EYFS judgements as some aspects can only be seen at home e.g. ability to go up and down stairs.
6.0
Curriculum Coordinators are responsible for ensuring that the aspects of their subjects set out in the National curriculum are covered properly throughout the school. They should ensure that they identify any gaps of coverage/skills, feedback to the relevant teachers and ensure that future planning is correct.
         Each member of staff oversees an area of the curriculum and their key tasks can vary depending on new initiatives e.g. new national curriculum for September 2014, any national or local initiatives, any areas identified during internal school observations and or audits. For the academic year 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 providing inset for staff on the new curriculum will be a priority and this will require most to lead Insets. 
6.1
Ongoing Curriculum Key Tasks

· Audit resources and manage the budget for the subject

· When necessary write and action plan to develop the subject or elements of the subject.

· Attend courses that will inform them of new developments in the subjects. 

· When appropriate monitor the work and planning.

7.0    Monitoring and review

7.1
Our governing body’s Teaching and Learning Committee is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is implemented. This committee reviews each subject area in its bi-annual cycle of review and development.

7.2
The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum.  Subject coordinators monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school. They examine long-term and medium-term planning, and ensure that appropriate teaching strategies are used. Subject coordinators also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed.

8.0
The Curriculum 

Here at Naphill & Walters Ash School we plan the curriculum in termly or half termly topics over the whole year. Where possible an external visit or visitor will come in to school in order to enhance the teaching of the theme. Over the year all objectives of the National Curriculum are covered for that year group. 
Foundation Curriculum (Year R)

Children in Year R follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework. The children experience a wide range of indoor and outdoor educational activities that promote Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language Development, Physical Development, Literacy Development, Mathematical Development, Understanding of the World Development, and Expressive Arts and Design Development.   
National Curriculum (Year 1 to Year 6)

The National Curriculum requires that all children study 3 Core Subjects: English, Maths, and Science.  In addition they study Religious Education and the 7 Foundation Subjects: Computing, Design and Technology, Geography, History, Art and Design, Music and PE.

The school is also keen to promote the learning of a foreign language as soon as possible. At present the school teaches French from Year 3.

Delivery of the Curriculum

Class Teachers are responsible for teaching all subjects of the Curriculum.   Where staff have particular expertise, for example in French or Music, they may exchange classes for a session.  The emphasis is to provide the best teaching method for the needs of the children at any particular time, whether that is for the whole class, for small groups or for individual children. 

English and Literacy

Phonics is taught using the Read Write Inc scheme from Foundation Stage onwards.  Children are grouped according to their ability to use phonic skills and in Key Stage 1 are grouped across the four classes. The scheme continues into Year 3 and depending on numbers children will work with the Key Stage 1 groups or in separate Year 3 groups.  RWInc is also used in Year 4 when necessary.  In Years 5 and 6 if pupils still need phonic skills Fresh Start is used.  In Years 3 and 4 Comprehension Plus is used in conjunction with lessons planned for by the teachers so that reading is taught as well as writing.
Alongside RWInc in Key Stage 1 all other literacy skills are developed through cross curricular work. Children are encouraged to speak and listen carefully, as well as to read and write. The required punctuation, grammar and spelling rules are taught in each year group. Self-expression, drama and creative writing are taught alongside other aspects of the curriculum. The children are also given many opportunities to further develop their writing skills via a highly structured cross-curricular approach within the foundation subjects.

Children in years 1-3 are taught handwriting form the school based scheme and examples are sent home to parents. When a child can form their letters correctly they are moved onto developing a joined style. In Key Stage 2 and occasionally in yr 2 children can be awarded pen licenses if their handwriting is consistently neat and joined.
Each child progresses through the Reading Scheme at his/her own rate and appropriate level of ability. This is carefully monitored through the use of Benchmarking to ensure that potential is realised and the more able are stretched.

Mathematics and Numeracy

We aim for our children to enjoy mathematics and to acquire a sound understanding of basic concepts, which will enable them to use and apply mathematical skills with confidence.  In the Foundation Stage  this is approached through planned indoor and outdoor practical activities, involving the children in discussion with adults to develop their mathematical language and understanding. 

Children in Key Stages 1 and 2 are normally grouped for Mathematics according to ability. There is not one specific scheme that is used to teach maths but teachers do use Maths Hub and Abacus within the school. If needed. Children are expected to learn, understand and apply the multiplication tables. Numeracy lessons are expected to have a strong number focus which is then related to using and applying activities.

We have a wide range of mathematical equipment for practical work to reinforce and apply mathematical knowledge.

Science

In Science we aim to develop the children's knowledge and understanding of key scientific concepts.  The skills needed to carry out Scientific Investigations to promote enquiring minds need to be developed at an early age.  In the first stages children are encouraged to use all their senses to explore their environment through planned outdoor and indoor cross-curricular activities or topic work.  As children progress, Science may still be taught through an overarching termly topic but where needed objectives are taught independently.
We encourage children to develop a positive attitude towards our environment by making constructive use of our excellent school grounds and the pond in our enclosed courtyard.  It is hoped that planned activities help children recognise the links between science and human influence on the world in which we live.

Science is assessed at the end of each unit of work and each class is expected to complete and SC1 (Using and Applying) assessment each half term.  

Computing
The school has an ICT suite equipped with sufficient computers for each child to work on independently. Computing enables the children to explore and solve problems across the curriculum and they are trained from an early age to operate equipment independently.  By eight years old children are using computers as word processors and as a medium for design.  By eleven years old they are expected to use the computer for research, data handling, problem solving and for creative and imaginative work.    

Design and Technology

Design and Technology draws from a range of subjects including Maths, Science, Art, Computing, English and History. At every level children take part in practical tasks to design and make things, both individually and as members of teams.  Skills and knowledge are developed through problem solving tasks. Group or individual discussions, during and following these projects, help children to clarify ideas and modify and improve original designs to make a final product. This is a subject that both challenges the most able and also enables the less conventionally academic child to shine.

History

The teaching of History, gives children a sense of time and place, pride and knowledge of our heritage.  When teaching historical topics pupils should be encouraged to ask questions about events, actions etc and develop a questioning attitude.  As far as possible classroom work is complemented by visits to places of historical interest so that it is placed in a meaningful and enjoyable context.   

Geography
The geography curriculum covers both national and world regions as well as elements of human and physical geography.  The teaching of geography includes many key skills e.g. the use of maps and atlases, using grid references and where possible fieldwork will be undertaken outside of the classroom.
Art and Design

The children are encouraged to experiment with a wide variety of media and techniques.   In addition to the technical skills being taught, great emphasis is placed on visual perception, creativity and self-expression.  Art and Design exerts an influence on all areas of the curriculum and the quality of learning and communication is enhanced by the visual impact of attractive, stimulating displays.   Throughout Key Stage 2 the pupils will also look at the lives and works of great artists and see how their work has influenced their fellow artists.
Music

We place great emphasis on the importance of enjoying a musical education and, in addition to class music lessons; we encourage children to take advantage of the opportunity offered to learn to play an instrument of their choice.   Tuition is given by visiting teachers and at present lessons are available on the violin, cello, flute, clarinet, classical guitar and percussion.  Brass and piano tuition is also available on a private basis. In Key Stage 2 the pupils will have African drumming and ukulele lessons. The children's musical skills are further developed by taking part in a wide variety of singing, instrumental and dramatic events throughout the year.  Whenever possible we extend the children's education by inviting musicians into school, thus giving them the opportunity to experience, in close proximity accomplished musicians demonstrating their skills.   There is a school choir and orchestra, who perform both in school and in the wider community.  Through class lessons and whole school assemblies we listen to and discuss a wide variety of music genres and the lives of composers and musicians.
Physical Education

We aim to improve the children's health, increase their expertise and develop a lasting enthusiasm for exercise by encouraging them to take part in a wide range of active pursuits.   Children have the opportunity to develop their skills by participating in gymnastics, dance, athletics and organised games.  The school is fortunate in having a large playing field.  We have four football pitches, three netball courts and an enclosed Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) providing facilities for tennis, netball, five-a-side football and basketball. Sporting activities also include rounders, hockey, tag rugby, cricket, fitness training, modern dance, maypole, traditional dance, cross country running and athletics.  At lunchtimes, and when the weather allows, children in Years 5 and 6 are able to use the field and the netball posts for informal practice.

We hire Princes Risborough swimming pool once a week so that our Year 3 children have the opportunity to learn to swim or to increase their existing expertise under the guidance of qualified instructors.

Children selected for the school teams compete in the Wycombe Area and further afield.   We also have close links with other schools in the Liaison Group and compete annually at Athletics, Cross-Country and inter-school sports days. Our teams are generally very successful and have regularly brought home trophies. 
Modern Foreign Languages

We believe that introduction to a foreign language broadens the perspective of all children.  It is also an advantage to those children who go on to study languages in greater depth at Secondary level to have had exposure to a language at Primary level. 

In Years 3,5 and 6 French is taught. In year 4 the children study Latin using ‘Minimus’ as the main scheme. We believe that studying Latin gives them a greater understanding of English as well as the decoding skills necessary to learn a foreign language. 
Religious Education

Religious Education teaching is in accordance with the Authority's Agreed Syllabus, which provides a broad approach to religious education.  There is a daily act of collective worship for all pupils, which must be non-denominational, although teaching about denominational differences is permitted.   Pupils are also encouraged to think about moral questions and their own values, as well as develop regard for the views and values of others.  Parents, who because of religious convictions, wish to exercise their right to withdraw children from R.E. teaching and assemblies should inform the school in writing of their decision.

Personal, Social and Health Education

In Personal, Social and Health Education our aim is to provide the knowledge and skills that will help our children develop favourable attitudes, enabling them to make informed choices about a healthy lifestyle. There is a set of PSHE themes, which include many areas of personal safety, which are taught through class assemblies and when applicable in other subjects e.g. electrical safety in science. 

Our children are expected to behave with courtesy and consideration at all times and our policy is one of positive discipline, focusing on good behaviour.   Our school code system ensures that all children in each class have the same consistent set of rules with consequences and rewards. 

The withdrawal of privileges being the one most often used sanction employed for misdemeanours.   Parents are always advised of behaviour causing concern and their co-operation sought to agree a joint plan of action.
The school has a Behaviour Policy that emphasises the standards of behaviour that are expected from everyone.  A copy of the school's Behaviour Policy is available on the school web site for parents to read.
The school has a Sex Education and Relationships policy.

During their last term at school the Year 6 children watch the Channel 4 television series ‘Living and Growing’. The information given is age appropriate and focuses on the changes associated with puberty. Questions are dealt with in a way that encourages children to consider morals and the value of family life.  Parents are informed when this takes place and given the option of withdrawing their child. 
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